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Baltic, and for the affectionate words in which
you have proposed our healths.
I have the happiest recollections of the
welcome which I received on the occasions of
my previous visits to Russia, at the hands of
your illustrious grandfather, your beloved father,
and yourself, and it is a source of the sinoerest
gratification to me to have this opportunity of
meeting your Majesties again.
I most heartily endorse every word that fell
from your Majesty's lips with regard to the Con-
vention recently concluded between our two
Governments.
I believe it will serve to knit more closely the
bonds that unite the people of our two countries,
and I am certain that it will conduce to the satis-
factory settlement in an amicable manner of some
momentous questions in the future.
I am convinced that it will not only tend to
draw our two countries more closely together, but
will help very greatly towards the maintenance
of the general peace of the world.
I hope this meeting may be followed before long
by another opportunity of meeting your Majesties.
I drink to the health of your Majesties, to that
of the Empress Marie Feodorovna, and the mem-
bers of the Imperial family, and, above all, to the
welfare and prosperity of your great Empire.
His Majesty's reply was absolutely extempore,
"and as none of the distinguished guests jotted
down the words spoken or could recall them
exactly, and as the Russian translation had also
to be made, considerable delay ensued in distri-
buting the text of *K3ng Edward's speech.1
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